Vanya B (below, left) turned 20 on August 22nd. In his
seventh year at Brenna's Home, he (along with Kolya) has
become quite a role model an example for the younger
boys. He is a hard worker, and very diligent in his pursuits
and we are proud of him. We were glad he was able to
be at camp, as he had a variety of responsibilities.
th
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Dear friends,
This newsletter will focus on our recent summer camp
trip to Ukraine. One of things that struck me about camp
this year was the enthusiasm and excitement that
everyone brought to camp this year. I felt like it was
"Happy Camp", but then realized that it was not just
happiness, it was JOY. There is a difference. True joy
springs from our soul and is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22). Along with love, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,
these attributes are often looked at sarcastically by many
in our society today. The Apostle Paul goes onto say,
"Against such things there is no law." The summer camp
this year showed plenty of evidence of these things. You
can see it from the faces on all the pictures. Yes, these
kids are having a good time. We all had a great time,
both staff and adults. Following the Romans Road allows
us to experience these things in our lives. How about
you?

The children return to school on September 1 ("First
Bell"). Sasha will start college and Vitalik will study at the
technical school. Vitalik is interested in guitar. Since I
(Rich) have decided I won't be playing any more, I packed
up both my guitars and we took them to Brenna's Home.
Above, right, is a picture of Vitalik and Brandon Spadaro,
one of our team members, playing them during our trip.
Here are several pictures of the kids. Below, left, they are
celebrating Ukraine's Independence Day on Aug 24. The
picture on the right is on the first day of school, Sept 1.

Brenna's Home - UKRAINE

Just before we left for camp at the end of July, we got an
email with a few pictures from housemother Valya that
three of the teens at Brenna's Home had been baptized.
We are proud of Vitalik, Vanya C and Lilia for taking this
step of faith in their lives. Here is the group receiving
flowers after their baptism, as is customary in Ukraine.

When we were in Ukraine, Valya gave us a perspective
on one situation, Vanya C. When he came to Brenna's
Home in December, 2013, he had a very hard heart and
difficult habits to break. Valya thought, "God, why did
you send this child here? We cannot deal with problems
like this." But God began to work in Vanya's heart and his
behavior began to change. We could see big changes in
pictures, because he was smiling. Slowly, but surely, he
was becoming a different person. Now Valya says, "Now
we know why God put him here. He is a different boy."

Valya's Birthday
We are so grateful for the work and dedication of our
housemothers. We had the opportunity to be in Lutsk
this year for Valya's birthday, and we, as well as the
children, wanted to make it special. The kids made
presents and set up lights outside on the ground that
said "Happy Birthday". We had to stay up until midnight
when it became her birthday. We gave her a card that
many people in the USA had signed for her. Then on the
evening of her birthday, our team, everyone from
Brenna's Home, as well as Valya's family members went
out to a restaurant for a special dinner. We are glad we
could show her our appreciation for her hard work!

Ukraine Summer Camp
The theme of our camp this year was Romans Road and
we want to give a special thank you to our friend Randy
Hillebrand for organizing and preparing the specific
content and audiovisuals for camp. We drove nearly five
hours from Lutsk to transport children and staff to the
Carpathian Mountains. This was a new experience for us,
and real treat for everyone. Camp Karpaty was beautiful
and had great accommodations for us.
We were able to complete our sponsorships for summer
camp just two days before we left for Ukraine. A big
"thank you" to all the sponsors! We are including a
number of pictures from camp in this newsletter,
especially for those of you who do not have the ability to
access Facebook, where we have posted many pictures.

Scenes from Camp
Blowing kisses for the camera; Rich leading a lesson

Bogdan, Pavel, Emma

First of all we had a beautiful location!

Fun and games

And a GREAT TEAM!

Sasha, Zhenya, Tima; Nestor; Ilya
Our entire camp group...

Clockwise from upper left: Self-defense; Crafts; English
practice; Bible Lesson

Anya and Valeriya; David and Vova

A special note about David (above, right): his family
relocated from the war zone in Southeastern Ukraine. His
father has obtained a new job in Lutsk and David has
been welcomed by the kids at Brenna's Home and
Resurrection Church. We were glad he could come to
camp - and he had a terrific experience making new
friends.

The Long Walk and THE BRIDGE Story
On Friday, we had the opportunity to take an extended
hike into the local mountains. We were all having a great
time and enjoying the beautiful scenery. There were
clouds that would occasionally spit raindrops on us.
There were many fresh berries to stop and pick - enough
for all those who wanted. We hiked on level ground, we
climbed, we descended, we climbed and descended
some more. We took lots of pictures. You can see the
beauty in these:

of turning around and retracing our steps was even more
daunting. So I gathered our group together and said for
everyone to be very calm - that we were going across. I
think this was the hardest decision I have had to make
since starting doing summer camps. We prayed and
asked God to protect us and keep us calm, then I had
everyone line up from tallest to shortest and had the
person at the front of the line go with the person at the
back of the line. We allowed enough room between us so
we did not put too much weight on the bridge. Everyone
cooperated perfectly, and we made it safely across...
Here are a few more pictures from different views:

We hope you have enjoyed this special "Camp Edition" of
our newsletter. It is truly one of the highlights of our
work and is the culmination of months of planning and
organizing. We were gratified that ten children made a
decision give their hearts to Jesus. Pray for them in this
challenging world!

After about three hours and covering a good six or more
miles, the Ukrainian guide comes to inform me that the
bridge he was planning to take does not look safe
enough to take the children across. I went to examine it.

Now the river does not look particularly large, but other
members of our team made an assessment that the brisk
current was also challenging. As I am standing at the
bridge entrance, five Ukrainian bikers come along with
their bikes and proceed to cross like they were on
concrete (walking their bikes, not riding!). The prospect

Brenna's Hope - Ethiopia
High School girls - Tigrai Province
We work with Hope Community Services in Northern
Ethiopia to provide monthly support for vulnerable high
school girls to complete their education. In this region of
Ethiopia, many girls walk two hours or more EACH WAY
to attend high school. This means they face dangers
while walking in darkness, and also makes it difficult for
them to complete their studies. Consequently they may
drop out of school and are frequently used as wives for
arranged marriages, even as young as ages 13 to 17. If
this happens and they become pregnant, they face
challenges with childbirth because their bodies are not
fully developed. This may result in a condition known as
fistula. Our focus is PREVENTION.
We sponsor 30 girls for this program and are still seeking
a few more sponsors to meet our goal! Just $25 a month
will provide a shelter and food close to school or
transportation services for these girls at great risk.
C

Brenna's Basement - New York
We continue to accept quality donations of
children's and adult clothing, baby equipment,
toys, and small household items to provide to
needy families in the area. If you want to donate
items, please contact us. We receive referrals from
more than 10 local agencies as well as word-ofmouth. All items are given away, not sold. And we
have some awesome volunteers who help on
Saturday mornings!
This picture shows the desolate mountains and high
plateaus of Northern Ethiopia where children like these
below will struggle to complete a high school education.

Some words about financial contributions...
Hudson Valley FCU Members If you don't like writing
checks, you can do member-to-member transfers to the
Brenna Engle Foundation. Contact us for more
information and account details.
PayPal Giving Fund Donors who have a PayPal account
or eBay sellers can donate through PayPal Giving Fund at
no charge to donor or recipient. The Brenna Engle
Foundation is an approved not-for-profit to benefit from
this service.

College girls - Tigrai Province
Another opportunity also developed with Hope
Community Services. Many girls graduating from high
school who are orphans or from very poor families are
excellent students and qualify for free tuition, room and
board through a government program. However, the
costs for travel and monthly hygiene expenses can be
prohibitive for them to take advantage of the education.
The cost for sending one of these girls to college is
$20/month ($240/year). We have sponsored 30 girls for
this program and have committed to sponsor six
additional students! Will you have compassion to enable
one of them to have their dream become reality?

Billpay Many of our regular donors utilize a Billpay
system through their financial institution for regular
payments. If you are able to participate in such a
program, we encourage you to do so. It eliminates the
need to send out reminders.

We have been blessed year after year with what we
need, and this has allowed our work to grow and
prosper. When we receive extra gifts, it enables us
to think about expanding what we do. If you are in
a position to provide significant resources, or are
willing to include the Brenna Engle Foundation in
your estate planning, please contact us.

Enjoy the last few days of summer!
With love, Rich and Donna

Hope House - Central Ethiopia
Our third project in Ethiopia is in conjunction with Ellilta
Women at Risk and Mekane Yesus Church in Debre Zeit.
This program is a pilot program and there are some late
developments we are learning about which affect the
future of this program. We have committed to provide
the educational and daycare support for children whose
mothers have entered Hope House, a holistic
rehabilitation program to leave "working the streets".
This organization has been functioning effectively in
Addis Ababa for nearly 20 years, and this is a new
extension of the work in the city of Debre Zeit.
Sponsorships for this program are $30/month (we need a
one year commitment). We now have seven children
sponsored through this program. We will have updated
information for the next newsletter.

All US donations are tax-deductible. Checks should be payable
to "Brenna Engle Foundation" and sent to 3 Albert Road,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Also on Facebook and YouTube:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brenna-EngleFoundation/101419966565747
Youtube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ah0gHE6eLM
And our website brennaenglefoundation.org
This list server is maintained by The Brenna Engle Foundation,
www.brennaenglefoundation.org If you wish to respond to any
messages, please respond to richengle14@gmail.com (Rich) or
DBRN1234@aol.com (Donna).
If you prefer not to receive
communications through our list server, please send a note to either of
us requesting to “unsubscribe”. We appreciate your support, whether
through prayer or finances!

